PRELUDE

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” w/ “King of Heaven”

CALL TO WORSHIP
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness –
on them light has shined.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
He is named Emmanuel: God with us.
In this tiny baby, this vulnerable child,
we find our light, our joy, our comfort.
O come, all ye faithful – let us worship Christ the Lord.
CAROL OF PRAISE
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (vs. 1,3)
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O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultations;
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

PASTORAL MESSAGE
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OPENING PRAYER
FIRST LESSON
An Angel Appears to Mary
Luke 1:26-33
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."
CAROL

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (vs. 1)
Light the first candle
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

UMH 230

SECOND LESSON
Preparation
Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
CAROL

“Away in a Manger” (vs. 1)
Light the 2nd candle
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Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
THIRD LESSON
Angels and Shepherds
Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!"
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
CAROL

“The First Noel” (vs. 1)
Light the 3rd candle
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The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
FOURTH LESSON
Magi
Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage.”
[The Wise Men] set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
CAROL

“The First Noel” (vs. 3)
Light the 4th candle

UMH 254

And by the light of that same star
three Wise Men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

“What Child Is This?” (vs. 3)
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Make your offering online or mail checks to 1421 W. Broadway St., Polk City, IA 50226 (Attn: Finance Secretary)

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh
Come, peasant, king, to own him
The King of kings salvation brings
Let loving hearts enthrone him

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing
Haste haste to bring him laud
The babe, the son of Mary

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
FIFTH LESSON
The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
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There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him.
He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
CAROL

“O Holy Night”
CCLI Song # 32015
Light the Christ Candle
O holy night the stars are brightly shining
Truly He taught us to love one another
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth
His law is love and His gospel is peace
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth
And in His name all oppression shall cease
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
Let all within us praise His holy name
Fall on your knees
Christ is the Lord
O hear the angel voices
O praise His name forever
O night divine
His power and glory
O night when Christ was born
Evermore proclaim
O night O holy night
His power and glory
O night divine
Evermore proclaim
Adolphe Charles Adam | John Sullivan Dwight | Placide Cappeau | © Words: Public Domain

PASTORAL PRAYER
Post prayer requests in the ZOOM Chat, the Facebook comments or fill out the website connect card.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
CELEBRATING THE LIGHT
Verse 1
Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,
sleep in heavenly peace.

“Silent Night”
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Verse 2
Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!
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Verse 3
Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Verse 4
Silent night, holy night,
wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

CLOSING PRAYER
BENEDICTION
CAROL OF SENDING
“Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy)”
Verse 1
Chorus
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Joy unspeakable joy
Let earth receive her King
An overflowing well
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
No tongue can tell
And heaven and nature sing
Joy unspeakable joy
And heaven and nature sing
It rises in my soul
And heaven and heaven and nature sing
Never lets me go
Verse 2
Joy to the world the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

CCLI Song # 5607039

Verse 3
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love
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