SUNDAY, MAY 31
Pentecost Sunday
GATHERING
Gather in front of your computer or phone in a comfortable, quiet space. Light a candle or turn on a lamp to
acknowledge Christ’s presence in your worship space. Offer your attendance by posting a greeting or prayer request in
the Facebook comments or fill out the website connect card.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We come together from many places, trusting in the Spirit more than ever, to draw us together.
People: [honking horns] Come, Holy Spirit!
Leader: We come together to become the Body of Christ, knit together by the Spirit.
People: [honking horns] Come, Holy Spirit!
Leader: We come together, ready to be surprised, ready to be courageous, ready to follow where the Spirit
leads us.
People: [honking horns] Come, Holy Spirit!

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God, your Holy Spirit came to Jesus’ disciples, hidden in an upper room in Jerusalem. A
violent wind and tongues of fire were the symbols of a new thing happening in their lives. For us
today, it is easier to hide in the upper rooms of our lives, to let the world go by and not acknowledge
your presence. But you have challenged us to come alive again with your love and words of healing
mercy. Forgive our hesitant witness and our complacent spirits. Heal our fears and our wounds.
Help us to be agents of healing and hope for others. May your Holy Spirit burst into our lives today,
encouraging and inspiring us to proclaim boldly the good news of Jesus Christ who offers healing
and hope to all people. AMEN. ~ Nancy C. Townley
SCRIPTURE READING
Acts 2:1-4
The Coming of the Holy Spirit
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

MEDITATION

Pastor Melody Webb

PASTORAL PRAYER
Post prayer requests in the Facebook comments or fill out the website connect card.

OFFERING
Make your offering online or mail checks to 1421 W. Broadway St., Polk City, IA 50226 (Attn: Finance Secretary)

WORDS OF BLESSING
Go forth now as Pentecost people, people of wind and fire, dreams and visions, people who know you are
beloved and blessed by a God who never leaves us alone, people filled with that most amazing and
transforming Spirit who sends us out to love and to serve our neighbor. Go in peace.
www.polkcityumc.org
www.facebook.com/polkcityumc

SUNDAY, MAY 31
Pentecost Sunday
PRAYERS FOR OUR COMMUNITY
1. Pray for families. Families are a crucial social unit, and they can weather some significant challenges. Pray for
the parents, aunts, grandparents, uncles, cousins, siblings, and children in your neighborhood.

Holy Father/Mother, we ask for your presence in families in our neighborhood. We pray for strength and
understanding between the marriages in our neighborhood. We ask for loving, strong bonds between the
children, teenagers, adults, and grandparents. We pray that each branch of the family would demonstrate
love for one another.
2. Pray for relationships between neighbors. Healthy relationships between neighbors create a loving and
compassionate community, Pray that neighbors would learn from each other’s differences and find common ground in
their community.

God Almighty, we ask for healthy, thriving relationships between neighbors. We pray different cultures will
be able to understand and care for one another in our neighborhood. We pray that the diversity of your
people will be celebrated by all neighbors, just as you affirm and love each one of us.
3. Pray for schools. Pray that schools would be a place of positive influence for students in the neighborhood. We
hope to see schools that contribute to the social fabric of a community and equip our children to achieve and thrive.

Guiding Spirit, we pray for the teachers and local principals who devote their days to shepherding our
students. Please be present as district and state leaders make impactful decisions. We ask for guidance
and patience for the parent volunteers as they serve our neighborhood schools. We pray that our schools
will be a safe, positive community for our students.
4. Pray for local churches. Neighborhood churches are too often disconnected from the communities in which the
physical building resides. We hope to see congregations committed to serving the residents and representing the
hands and feet of Jesus.

Lord God, we pray for guidance for our local pastors as they nurture Your congregation and seek to serve
those around them. We pray congregations would welcome neighbors with open arms. We hope for
residents to find a place to experience community with the body of Christ as they grow spiritually.
5. Pray for safety and peace. A neighborhood where all residents feel welcomed and safe is one we strive to
create. Pray God would allow your neighbors to find safety in their living situation.

God, our Prince of Peace, we ask for your presence in the streets and homes of our community. We pray
for local law enforcement, for their safety and wisdom and compassion in all circumstances. We pray your
comfort for those who have experienced violence, and we ask your protection for all our neighbors.
6. Pray for local politicians and leaders. Many neighborhoods experience marginalization when important
decisions are being made. Pray for community voices to be heard in matters that impact them at the local, city, and
state levels.

Lord of all, we ask you to give our state and local leaders wisdom make decisions affecting our
neighborhood. We pray they will be thoughtful in their decisions and listen to the voices of the community.
We pray for courage to stand up for our community and to live with grace and dignity in our city.
7. Pray for residents. Pray for each neighbor by their name. Pray that your neighbors and residents of the
neighborhood will know Jesus more deeply in their lives and have the opportunity to flourish as a community.

God of Love, we ask for a flourishing community, where neighbors learn to love each other and come to
know Jesus. We pray that we can be good stewards of Your love to each one of our neighbors. We ask that
You help us to learn from our community, and it may be a place where all are welcomed.
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