SUNDAY, APRIL 5
Palm / Passion Sunday

ENTER THE STORY
Gathering
Gather in front of your computer or phone in a comfortable, quiet space. Light a candle or turn on a lamp to
acknowledge Christ’s presence in your worship space. Offer your attendance by posting a greeting or prayer
request in the Facebook comments or fill out the website connect card.

Praise
Sing or listen to a favorite hymn or worship song. Our YouTube channel has several playlists put together for you.
Here’s a Worship Playlist for today.

Call to Worship
Call to Enter the Story
Prayer of Confession
Here we are, Jesus. We find ourselves alongside you in a garden of grief for the pain,
illness, abuse, violence and injustice that so many of this world endure. We are tired.
We don’t know what to do next. And so we sleep sometimes, hoping to awake from a
bad dream. Forgive us, O God. Help us face this hour knowing you are always here. You
only ask the same of us… to be present, to be awake. You entered our story through
Jesus, now help us to enter fully into the story of your kingdom on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.
Words of Assurance
Gospel Lesson
Mark 14:32-42
32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I
pray.” 33 He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and
agitated. 34 And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep
awake.” 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were
possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, “Abba,[h] Father, for you all things are
possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” 37 He came and
found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake
one hour? 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial;[i] the spirit
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the
same words. 40 And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very
heavy; and they did not know what to say to him. 41 He came a third time and said to them,
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
Sermon

“The Garden – Risking Temptation”

Prayers of the People / Lord’s Prayer
Post prayer requests in the Facebook comments or fill out the website connect card.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Offering
Make your offering online or mail checks to 1421 W. Broadway St., Polk City, IA 50226 (Attn: Finance Secretary)
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